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RTT Incomplete pathways 

 
I would like to request some information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Please 
acknowledge receipt of my request by email. 
 
Each month, your trust submits RTT incomplete pathways data to NHS England. NHS England 
publish it as aggregate data, showing the numbers of incomplete pathways, broken down into 
weekly time bands: 0-1 weeks, >1-2 weeks, >2-3 weeks, >3-4 weeks, up to a final category 52+ 
weeks. The 52+ weeks category is not broken down in the published data. Examples of the 
published data are here, in the "Incomplete Provider” tables, “Provider” worksheet: 
 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/rtt-waiting-times/rtt-data-2020-21/ 
 
  
Q1 Please provide (on an all-specialties basis, for the end of February 2021) your 

aggregate 52+ weeks incomplete pathways RTT data, broken down into weekly time 
bands: >52-53 weeks, >53-54 weeks, >54-55 weeks, and so on, up to the weekly time 
band containing the longest-waiting patient. 
 
The published RTT incomplete pathways data separately identifies patients with a 
decision to admit, again broken down into weekly time bands, in the “Provider with DTA” 
worksheet of the published spreadsheets referred to above. Trusts have in recent 
months coded these patients by clinical priority (P1-P6), based on the guide published 
by the Federation of Surgical Specialty Associations (https://fssa.org.uk/covid-
19_documents.aspx). 
 
However the published RTT data is not broken down by clinical priority, nor do the time 
bands reflect the time since decision to admit. 
 
The clinical priority categories are: 
• Priority 1 (operation needed within 72 hours) 
• Priority 2 (surgery which can be deferred for up to four weeks) 
• Priority 3 (surgery which can be delayed for up to three months) 
• Priority 4 (surgery which can be delayed for more than three months) 
• Priority 5 (patients who have requested to remain on the waiting list but to defer 

treatment because of their concerns about covid-19) 
• Priority 6 (Patients who have been offered treatment but have declined to accept for 

non-Covid reasons, but still wish to remain on the waiting list) 
• Or the patient may not have been assigned a priority. 

  
Q2 Please provide (on an all-specialties basis, for the end of February 2021) your 

aggregate waiting times for incomplete pathways with a decision to admit for treatment, 
broken down by priority code, and also broken down by the time waited since decision to 
admit (NOT the time since referral) in weekly time bands: 0-1 weeks, >1-2 weeks, >2-3 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=england.nhs.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW5nbGFuZC5uaHMudWsvc3RhdGlzdGljcy9zdGF0aXN0aWNhbC13b3JrLWFyZWFzL3J0dC13YWl0aW5nLXRpbWVzL3J0dC1kYXRhLTIwMjAtMjEv&i=NjA0Nzc4NjMzMmI5MDAwZTg3MGJhMjQ3&t=WnpTQzBoLzgwOHgwWE1WSHVvNzlWeXRlbW5rTlZZbXNRU2VRNDMzajJhUT0=&h=74ac03770f4942ec83f41808a6585bf7
https://fssa.org.uk/covid-19_documents.aspx
https://fssa.org.uk/covid-19_documents.aspx


 
weeks, >3-4 weeks, and so on, up to the weekly time band containing the patient who 
has waited longest since decision to admit. 
Trusts have also started coding patients who do not have a decision to admit, using the 
same clinical priority categories. 

  
Q3 Please provide (on an all-specialties basis, for the end of February 2021) your 

aggregate waiting times for incomplete pathways without a decision to admit for 
treatment, broken down by priority code, and also broken down by the time waited since 
referral in weekly time bands: 0-1 weeks, >1-2 weeks, >2-3 weeks, >3-4 weeks, and so 
on, up to the weekly time band containing the patient who has waited longest. 
 
If data for the end of February 2021 is no longer available, then more recent data may 
be provided instead, in which case please advise the census date you have used. 

  
A1-3 Information not held – we are unable to obtain the information for February 2021 and do 

not have the updated information available on our system yet.  
 
The Trust has recently implemented a snapshot process which going forward will allow 
us to access this information as at a certain date. We will be able to provide this data 
from 1st June 2021 which will be our next run where snapshotted data will be available. 
 
Please also note that from 1st May 2021 our submissions are now broken down by 
week, where-as prior to this our submissions were grouped for just 52+. They are not 
52-53, 53-54 etc. 

 


